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39. TWO NEW COMBINATIONS OF THE GENUS ASEMANTHIA
(STAPF) RIDLEY (RUBIACEAE)

Mussaenda Linn.,, one of the established
genera of Rubiaceae with a number of species,
is well characterised by one of the calyx lobes
being usually deciduous and forming a large
petaloid white or coloured leaf like structure.
A closely related genus Acranthera Arn. ex
Meissn. is referred by the more herbaceous
form of the plants than the typical Mussaenda
Linn. but was merged to Mussaenda Linn. by
Baillon (1880) while Schumann (1891) main-
taind it as a distinct species. Later Stapf
(1894) recorded it as a well marked genus
after the exclusion of the species like Acran-
thera maingavi Hk. f. and A. griffithii Hk. f.
Simultaneously he (l.c.) has proposed a new
Section Asemanthia Stapf under Mussaenda
Linn. considering the taxa of Acranthera
maingayi Hk. f., A. griffithii Hk. f. and Mus-
saenda mutabilis Hemsl. which differ in the
bushy straggly growth of the plants, absence
of enlarged calyx-lobes and finally the long
corolla tube. Ridley (1940) has elevated it
to a distinct genus with distribution to Malay
Peninsula and the islands of Borneo but nearer
to Indian Mussaenda Linn.

His treatment is as under;

Asemanthia maingayi (Hk. f) Ridley in
Kew Bull. 1940:600.1940; Basionym: Acran-
thera maingayi Hk. f. in Fl. Brit. Ind. 3:92.
1880; Synonym: Mussaenda muiabilis Hemsl.
in Hook. f. Ic. Pl. 18: t. 1718, 1887; Mussa-
enda maingayi (Hk. f.) Stapf in Trans. Linn.
Soc. (Sr. 2) 4: 172. 189%4.

King (1903) has described a new variety
hirsuta under Mussaenda mutabilis Hemsl. on
the basis of densely velvety nature of stem and
under surface of leaves especiaily along the
nerves. Ridley (1923) has also described one
more variety montana under this same taxon
based on dwarf compact nature of the plant
with smaller leaves. On examination of these
varieties we suggest as Mussaenda mutabilis
Hemsl. belongs to the genus Asemanthia
(Stapf) Ridley, a new combinations for the
two taxa as:

Asemanthia maingayi (Hk. f.) Ridley var.
hirsuta (King) Sinha et Mitra comb. nov.;

Basionym: Mussaenda mutabilis Hemsl. var.
hirsuta King in Jour. Asiat. Soc. Beng. 72(2):
182. 1903.

Syntype: Perak, King’s collector 225 (CAL);
Malacca, Derry 253 (CAL).
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Asemanthia maingayi (Hk. f.) Ridley var.
montana (Ridley) Sinha et Mitra comb. nov.:

Basionym: Mussaenda mutabilis Hemsl. var.
montana Ridley in Fl. Mal. Peninsula 2:58.
1923.

Type:Malacca, Mount Ophir, Padang Batu,
Ridley 3215 (CAL).
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